Charles Garabedian
LA, Louver
Venice, California
Charles Garabedian has been perfocting
and elaborating his peculisr meld of neo-
clussicism, expressionism, and surmealism
for a good 40 years, Such eclecticism has
widcspread curmency among amisis young
criough o be his grandchildren, but
Guarabedian's paintings manifest all their
wit and eflervescence without a truce of
confusion or self-consciousness,

As demonstrated here i bwo mural-size
paintings and new works on paper,

Charles Barabedian, September Sorg. 200-4. acrylic oo camvas, 13 2 2¥,
LA Lowver,

Giarnbedian makes a kind of pact with the
viewer: if you allow me mny excesses and
diversions, | promise o realize them well
enaugh that we can all have a good tine,
He makes sure thut every work, large or
simall, has been composed, colored, and
painted nol just pregtly and ex-
pressively, but solidly, carefully,

and completely. Mudes on the

bewch 10 the enommous The

Spring for Whick I Lamged

(2001=3) may be entirely out of

scale with the oceun and islands

bevond them; o nude figure in

The Eeraracch {2003 —4) may be
imprahably contorted in an awk-

ward, yogs-csque pose befone o

flat, sellike landscape; and the

oukdly Naved figure in Damad

(2003=4) may dissolve it

clouds behind her vwn glinering
cascade—hat all of this makes

visual and narmtive sense be-

cause Crambedian reasons out his
concepls thoroughly and lavishes

the same degree of attention on

every pan of every piciure,

Such awkward, seemingly offhand fig-
Uration requines nol vimuosity bat un-
stinting care. Gurabodian displays both;
and as a resull, his paintings may be car-
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toonish but they do not devolve into car-
toons, The eccentricitics are measuned,
knowing, and consistent, keeping the ap-
pearance vibrant and the sioryielling
lighthearcd. He is comparable less with
the wvideo-game-addled tyros, whom he
bests casily, than with the modem mas-
lers of the lightnes of being: Henn
Roussean, Florine Stettheimer, and Ed-
ward Gaomey. —"eter Frank
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